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PROSPECTUS OF THE WORK. 


BY the New-Jerusalem is meant a new dispensation of Heavenly 
ruth from the Lord, foretold by John in the Apocalypse, under the 
figure of a City “ descending from God out of Heaven, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband.” It was also predicted by the prophet 
Daniel, and described as a little “ stone cut out of a mountain without 
hands, which smote the mace [ false doctrine} and brake it in pieces, 
when the stone became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.” 
For in these days, it is believed, the God of heaven is setting up a 
kingdom, “which shall never be destroyed: it shall break in pieces 
and consume all these kingdoms, [or those contradictory doctrines, 
which can no more unite than iron and clay,| and it shall stand for 
ever.” This was, also, what our Lord meant by his second coming, 
which is a spiritual, not a personal advent. ‘The heavenly veil 
(called by our Lord the clouds of Heaven) which has so jong en- 
veloped and concealed the internal spiritual sense of the Holy Word, 
is now withdrawn, and our delighted souls behold anc confess the 
Lord Jesus Christ as the only God of heaven and earth. He who 
once came in the flesh, now comes in the spirit ; His first advent was 
in humility, His second advent is “ with power and great glory.” 

To state, explain, and defend, the genuine doctrines of this New 
Dispensation, as derived from the Word of God, is the primary ob- 
ject of this publication. As a Repository of intellectual treasures, 
however, the Missionary (it is fondly hoped) wili be found a valuable 
companion for the old, as well as the new, recipients of spiritual 
truth. The believers and professors of the Heavenly Doctrines of 
the New-Jerusalem, have so rapidly increased in number, within the 
few years which have elapsed since their first promulgation, that regu- 
larly organized societies now exist in almost every part of Europe and 
America; and periodical publications, similar to the one here com- 
menced, are uniformly attended with the most flattering success. The 
** Association, of the city of New-York, for the Dissemination of 
the Heavenly Doctrines of the New-Jerusalem, as contained in the 
theological writings of Emanuel Swedenborg,” have, therefore, ad- 
vised the present undertaking, for the support of which, the Publisher 
confidently looks to the lovers of 'Trath throuchout the United States. 
Vou. L. 1 
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The following is a summary of the principal Doctrines of the New- 
Jerusalem Church, to the illustration and defence of which, the pages 
of this Magazine are to be generally devoted : 


I...OBJECT OF WORSHIP. 


1. That our Lord and Saviour Jesus Curis is the “ one only 
living and true Gop.” Hence is proved the supreme, sole, underived, 
and exclusive prvin1Ty of Him, who is regarded by some as a mere 
man, or, at best, a super-angelic being. But the sacred Scriptures 
abundantly teach that “in Him alone dwells all the fullness of the 
Godhead bodily ;” that “all things were made by him,” and that 
“ beside Him there is no God.” 

2. That in this God there is a trinity of divine principles, (not of 
divine persons.) ‘These principles are, divine love, or the invisible 
essence of Deity; divine wisdom, or his mantfested existence ; and 
a divine influence proceeding from both united. In other words, 
divine good, divine truth, and divine operation ; like the soul, the 
body, and the effects of their union, in every individual man; or, like 
the will, the understanding, and the actions, of a regenerated human 
soul, ‘These three are one.” 

3. ‘That these three divine principles are (in the Gospel) invariably 
called the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, together constituting 
one Jehovah God, in one divine person, and in a perfect human form. 
The apostles were commanded to baptize their converts into these 
three principles ; but knowing, as they did, that all three were com- 
bined in the glorified person of their Divine Master, they uniformly 
* baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.” [See Acts of the 
Apostles, throughout. ] 

4. That Jehovah God himself descended into this world, (or came 
forth, from the interiors of spirituality, into the very ultimates of the 
material creation) in order to assume a human mind and body, in 
which he might become for ever visible, known, and approachable, to 
his otherwise lost and ruined creatures. “The Word was made flesh, 
and dwelt among us.” In thus assiming the human nature, he took 
upon himself every degree of it, in order that he might be “ tempted 
at all points, as we are;” and, by resisting, conquer the powers of 
darkness, and remove them from man. Hence it is written that “ He 
hath borne our griefs and carried our iniquities.” By this process 
of temptation, combat, and victory, he glorified the assumed human 
nature, and made it divine. 

5. "Phat the divine Love and Wisdom, or the divine Good and 
truth, or the Father and Son, were never separated in reality, but 
only in appearance, which appearance was accommodated to the low 
state of fallen nature. Our Lord says, “Iam in the Father, and the 
Father in me”—* He that hath seen me, hath seen the Faruer”’— 
“I and the Father are one.” David frequently addressed his own 
soul, as did Our Lord the Divine Love, or Father within him. 

6. That Jehovah of the Old Testament, and Jesus Christ of the 
New ‘Testament, are one and the same person; the same God, mani- 
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fested in different characters, and designated by names exactly corres- 
ponding to the object of such manifestation. “ They shall call his 
name Emmanuel, which, being interpreted, is, God with Us.”’ In the 
Old Testament, Jehovah says, “ there is no Saviour besides me ;” and 
in the New Testament, our Lord is called Jesus Christ, or Saviour 
Anointed. Thus “ God was in Christ, reconciling the world to 
Himself.” 

7. ‘That God is one, in essence and in person. Divine Love, ot 
the essential divinity, is the invisible soul of this great and glorious 
Being, and is called the Father; Divine Wispom, or the glorified 
Humanity, is the visible body, and is called the Son ; the operating 
influence of this divine union, is called the Holy Spirit. “ No man 
hath seen God ‘at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hath manifested him.” Jxsus Curisv, 
therefore, being the manifested Jehovah, is the dnly proper object of 
worship for angels and men. To Him every knee shall bow, and 
every tongue confess that He is God.” Hence the true nature of thie 
Atonement, &c. [See art. 1V. below. ] 


IL... CREATION AND PROVIDENCE. 


1. That the Lorn from eternity, who is Jehovah, created the uni- 
verse, and all things therein, from himself, and not out of nothing ; 
and that as hé created, so he still upholds them, “ by the word of his 
power.” 

2. ‘That crEATIoN was effected by means of the Sun of the spiri- 
tual world, which is the first proceeding emanation from the divine 
essence; thus that all things were created by the Divine Wisdom, 
from the Divine Love. ‘The Psalmist says, “ In wispom hast thou 
created them all,” and the Apostle says, that “all things were created 
by Jesus Christ,” whom (in another place) he calls “the Wisdom of 
God.” 

3. That the end of creation was the eternal happiness of the crea- 
ture ; and every thing in the universe was intended solely for the pro- 
motion of that end. Hence man was endowed with freedom of will, 
in order that he might be capable of conjoining himself to his Creator 
by regeneration, and thereby become receptive of heavenly felicity. 
* To as many as receive him, gives he power to become the sons of 
God.” 

4. That man is created a native of two worlds, the spiritual and 
the natural, and that during the life of the body, he is an inhabitant of 
both at the same time. In this situation he is constantly attended by 
angels, through whom all his good thoughts and affections are received 
from the Lord ; for “ are they not all ministering spirits, to them who 
shall be heirs of salvation?” He is, also, as constantly exposed to the 
influence of evil spirits, through whom all his evil thoughts and affec- 
tions are received from hell. ‘Thus is he in a state of equilibrium, or 
freedom of will; and, by his voluntary choice of good or evil, becomes 
the arbiter of his own eternal destiny. “ Resist the Devil, and he will 
flee from you.” 
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5. That the Lord’s government, in the heavens and on the earths, 
(generally called prRoviDENCE,) is extended to every particular cir- 
cumstance and thing that is conducive to the eternal happiness of 
mankind. This the Lord teaches in these words: “I am the way, 
the truth, and the life.” ‘* Without me, ye can do nothing.” “ The 
very hairs of your head are all numbered,” &c. 

6. That the divine providence (which is not only universal, but 
particular) does not, however, interfere with the freedom of man’s 
will, and, consequently, is not in his evils; for when he wilfully 


transgresses the divine law, he acts in direct opposition to providence, 


which is, nevertheless, constantly exerted in his favour, and renders 
even his evils subservient to divine purposes. “The wrath of man 
shall praise him; and the remainder of wrath will he restrain.” 

7. That it is a law of the divine providence, that man should not 
perceive and feel any thing of its operation, until after its effects are 
produced, lest he interfere with the order and tenour of its progression, 
and go pervert and destroy it. He is permitted to see it in the back, 
but not in the face, as is related of Moses, in Exodus xxxiii. 20—28 

‘-O the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of God 
How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!” 


li... SANCTITY OF THE SCRIPTURES 

. ‘That the Worp of the Lord (commonly called the Sacred Scrip: 
seen was written by divine inspiration, and contains a threefold 
sense ; namely, celestia il, spiritual, and natural, which are united by 
correspondences, or the reiation which exists between spiritual prin- 
ciples and natural objects ; and that in each sense it is divine truth, 
accommodated respectively to the angels of the three Heavens, and 
also to three corresponding degrees, which may be successively opened 
in the minds of men on earth. Thus “the invisible things of Him 
from the creation of the world, are clearly seen, being understood by 
the things that are made, even His eternal power and godhead.” 

2. That every chapter, verse, and word, in the inspired writings, 
contains a divine allegory, full of spiritual meaning, and relating to 

subjects altogether different from those embraced in the letter ; thus 
while it gives a history of events that have actually taken place on 
earth, it gives, also, at the same time, and i the same words, a history 
of things in the ere world, and in the soul of man. “ Which 
things (says St. Paul) are an allegort y,’ and “ they are written for our 
admonition.” 

3. That the wonp of the Old Testament, in its internal or spiritual 
sense, treats solely of the process of REGENERATION, as it takes place 
in the soul of every true penitent; and that in its inmost or celestial 
sense, it treats solely of the process of REDEMPTION, as afterwards 
wrought by our Lord in the flesh; these two works being, in every 
particular, correspondent to each other. Therefore our Lord said, 
** Search the Scriptures—they are they which testify of Mr.” 

4. That some of the books in the Bible, not being written accord- 
ing to the dirine Science of Correspondences, do noi contain an inter- 
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nal sense, and consequently are not genuine books of THe Worp, 
but merely the natural productions of good and pious men, adapted to 
the state and circumstances of those for whose use they were written. 
St. Paul frequently says, “I speak this by permission, not of com- 
mandment.” “Vo the rest speak J, not the Lord,” &c. 

5. That our Lord himself, while manifested in the flesh, repeatedly 
designated the genuine books of The Word, comprised in the Old 
Testament, as being those of “ Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms.” 
The whole historical Word, terminating with the second book of 
Kings, is here called Moses. The prophetical Word (including all 
the Prophets) is frequently called Eiias; as in the internal sense of 
the transfiguration, where Moses and Elias appeared talking with 
Jesus. ‘The worp of the New Testament comprises the four Evange- 
lists and the Apocalypse. ‘The other books in the Bible do not con- 
tain an internal sense. 

6. That the first chapter of Genesis, in its internal sense, describes 
the process of the new creation, or REGENERATION, in seven successive 
states ; and that by Adggpand Eve, are signified the Most Ancient 
Church, consisting of a thousands of human beings thus regene- 
rated. Their intellectual principle is called MAN, and their voluntary 
or will principle is called woman. “ So God created man in his own 
image ;” or, as the Apostle expresses it, man was “ renewed in know- 
ledge, after the image of Him that created him ;” or, by regeneration 
*“ changed into the same image, from glory to glory.” 

7. That their posterity, in process of time, suffered the affections of 
their will principle to be seduced by the serpent of self-love, to eat of 
the forbidden fruit of the tree of knowledge ; or, in other words, to 
feel and cherish the pride of self-derived intelligence, and attribute to 
themselves what was due to God alone. The will, thus perverted, 
soon beguiled the understanding ; and this was the commencement of 
that fatal degeneracy which gradually extended itself to every member 
of the human family, until all must have perished eternally, had not 
the merciful Jehovah himself assumed the human nature, in order to 
avert the impending ruin. 


IV...REDEMPTION AND SALVATION. 


1. That Redemption consists (not in a pardon ‘obtained by a vica- 
rious sacrifice, but) in our Lord’s opposing and subduing the powers 
of darkness, and thus destroying the undue influence which they had 
acquired over the minds of the human race; thereby restoring man to 
a state of spiritual equilibrium, or freedom of will, and rendering 
salvation again possible to all. He descended to meet our spiritual 
enemies on their own ground, where “ he trod them in his anger, and 
trampled them in his fury.” Thus “in his love and in his pity he 
redeemed us.” 

. That in the great work of Redemption, our Lord not only sub- 
dued the hells, but also regulated the heavens, and thereby prepared 
the way for a new church on earth. Without such redemption, no 
man could have been saved, nor could even the angels have remained 
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in a state of integrity. ‘Thus the Lord not only redeemed men, but 
angels also. ‘“ How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the 
morning! For thou hast said in thy heart, I will ascend into heaven, 
I will exalt my throne above the stars of God.” 

3. That Redemption was a work purely divine, and could not pos- 
sibly have been effected but by an incarnate God. He says, “ 1 look- 
ed, and there was none to help; therefore my own arm wrought sal- 
vation.” 

4. That the true meaning of wtonement, or expiation, is the remov- 
al of evils from man, and not the appeasing of wrath in God ; for He 
is essential love and mercy, and “ desires not the death of a sinner, 
but had rather he would repent and live.” God never felt enmity 





against man; but “the carnal mind is enmity against God,” and the. 
end of his incarnation was to “reconcile the world to himself,” no# 


himself to the world. 
5. That the human nature which our Lord assumed and glorified, 


(now properly called the Divine Humanrry,) is the only medium of 


mediator, a door, the way, &c. and sayg “no man cometh to the 
Father but by me.” 

6. That the Lord’s intercession for the human race, was during his 
abode in the world, while in a state of humiliation, when he spake with 
the indwelling Jehovah as with another. But in the state of glorifica- 
tion, when the human essence also became divine, and was made Jeho- 
vah, he doth not then zntercede, but showeth mercy himself, and from 
his divine principle administers help, and effects salvation; szying to 
his disciples, “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.” 

7. That adequate means of salvation are, by the divine mercy and 
providence of the Lord, extended to all of tke human race, without 
exception; and, consequently, that men of every persuasion or deno- 
mination upon the face of the earth, whether they be Christians, Jews, 
Mahomedans, or Pagans, may be saved, if they live in mutual love and 
charity, from religious motives, according to the best of their know- 
ledge and understanding. “ ‘These having not the law, are a law unto 
themselves; who show the works of the law written in their hearts.” 
Nevertheless, the new and true Christian Religion, inasmuch as it is 
more immediately derived from our Lord and Saviour Jesus ;Christ, 
who is the One Only God of heaven and earth, is, of all religions, the 
most capable of effecting close and intimate conjunction with Him ; 
and, on that account, is to be esteemed more excellent, more heavenly, 
and more divine, than any other. 


access to the essential divinity within it. | our Lord is called a 


V...REGENERATION. 

1. That Regeneration is not an instantaneous, but a gradual work, 
which can never be effected until man first sincerely performs the duty 
of repentance, by examining himself, knowing and acknowledging his 
sins, feeling himself guilty, confessing them betore the Lord, imploring 
help and power to. resist them, and thus in desisting from them, and 
leading a new life. When this is done, divine truth is enabled to flow 
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into the soul, and gradually effect its purification. But man must con- 
tinue to co-operate with the Lord, by continually opposing and resist~ 
ing every corrupt propensity of his fallen nature, and “ fighting man- 
fully against the world, the flesh, and the devil.” 

2. That original sin, more properly called hereditary evil, is that 
inordinate love of self and the world, which every person receives 
from his immediate parents, as they also did from theirs. It is a grand 
mistake to suppose that Adam’s eating (literally ) the fruit of a parti- 
cular tree, has corrupted all mankind, and rendered them liable to eter- 
nal damnation. No man is condemned for his hereditary propensity 
to commit sin, but only for his actual transgressions. “The soul 
that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the 
father. The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the 
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon Aim.” 

3. That when a man’s sins are put away by sincere repentance, 
they are also remitted or forgiven by God; for repentance precedes 
remission, and without repentance there is no remission; wherefore 
the Lord commanded the disciples to “ preach repentance, for the re- 
mission of sins.” * 

4. That man, being endowed with freedom of will in spiritual 
things, continually receives power from the Lord to “work out his 
own salvation,” and can never be justified by fazth alone, but by the 
union of a living faith with a good life; hence, that the doctrines of 
predestination and the imputation of the righteousness of Christ, are 
dangerous and unscriptural. “ Every man is judged by his works, and 
rewarded according to the deeds done in the body.” 

5. That future happiness and misery are not grbitrary reward and 
punishment, but the necessary effect of man’s love of good or evil. 
To love God and our neighbour, zs heaven; to love self and its concu- 
piscences, 7s hell. *‘In keeping the commandments, is great reward.” 
« The righteous shall eat the fruit of their doings ; but wo unto the 
wicked, for the reward of his hands shall be given him.” 

6. That the work of Regeneration, or internal purification, is pro- 
moted and furthered by the public and. social worship of God, and a 
strict observance and reverence of his holy ordinances, particularly 
Marriage, Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper, the genuine spiritual 
uses of which are now discovered to'the New Church. © Thus it be- 
cometh us to fulfil all righteousness.” 

7. That true conjugial love* (which can only exist between one 
husband and one wife ) is a primary characteristic of the New Church, 
being founded in the marriage or conjunction of goodness and truti: 
_ ina regenerated soul, and corresponding with the marriage of the 
Lord and his Church; and therefore it is more celestial, spiritual, 
holy, pure, and clean, than any other love in angels er men. “ For 
the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the 
Church. For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and 


* From the Latin term conjugiale, a higher degree of union than is under- 
steod by the term conjugal, which is frem the Latin word conjugale. 
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shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is 
a great mystery ; but I speak concerning Christ and the Church.” 


VIL....THE SPIRITUAL WORLD. 


1. That there are three Heavens, (three discrete degrees or states 
of eternal happiness.) The first is enjoyed by good spirits; the 
second by angelic spirits; and the third by celestial angels. The 
Apostle says he knew a man who “ was caught up to the third heaven, 
where ke heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man 
to utter.” 

2. That each of these heavens is enlightened by a glory emanating 
from the Lord, who has “ascended far above all heavens, that he 
might fili all things,” where “ his countenance is as the sun shineth in 
his strength.” David says, “ the Lord God is a Sun,” and John says, 
“ the elory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.” 
He is the Sun of Righteousness, whose heat and light, or love and 
wisdom, render him omnipresent in every part of the universe 3 * for 
= the heaven of heavens cannot contain him.” 

. That each of these heavens is divided and arranged into innume- 
win societies, of different degrees of illumination, goodness, and hap- 
piness, the enjoyment of no two being precisely the same. Our Lord 
says, “In my Father’s house are many mavsions.” 

, 4. That there are also three hells, which are the exact antipodes of 
the heavens; the lowest hell being opposite to the inmost or third 
heaven; the middic hell, to the second heaven; and the uppermost 
hell, to the first or lowest heaven. “Fora fire is kindled in mine 
anger, and shall burn unto the lowest kell.” “ For great is thy mercy 
toward me: and thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest hell.” 

5. That the infernal world is also divided and arranged into innu- 
merable societies, of difierent degrees of falsity, evil, and consequent 
misery, the suffering of no two being “ee the same, each indi- 
vidual receiving “ the fruit of his doings.” Some are “beaten with 
many stripes,” others with few. 

6. That there is another state of existence, between heaven and 
hell, called the world of spirits, into which every person enters imme- 
diately on the death of the body, where the good are prepared for 
heaven, and the wicked for hell. © “ ‘Uo him that hath, shall be given ; 
and to him that hath not, shall be taken away, even that [apparent 
good} which he hath.” 

7. That the Lord casts no one into hell, but that the evil spirits 
voluntarily retreat thither, on being explored, exposed, and divested 


of the apparent, hypocritical good, which they had assumed in the. 


world. “’Phere is nothing covered that shal! not be revealed ; neither 
hid, that shall not be known.” 


VIL...DEATH, AND RESURRECTION. 
. That the sou/ is the real man, and the material body nothing but 
an ‘kau or covering, by which the soul is capable of acting in this 
nataral world. When tlie body, by accident er disease, comes into such 
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a state that it cannot act as one with its spirit, a separation takes 
place, which we call death. “The body returns to the dust, from 
whence it was taken,” while the soul (the real man) enters the world 
of spirits. 

2. That all children, who leave this world before coming to the use 
of reason, and the exercise of judgment, whether baptized or unbap- 
tized; whether within the Christian church, or without it; and whether 
they be the offspring of godly or ungodly parents, are received imme- 
diately into heaven by the Lord, and (after instruction, or improve- 
ment in understanding and wisdom) participate in all the happiness 
and perfection of angels. Our Lord says, “ Suffer little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of 
God. ‘Take heed that ye despise not one of these LITTLE ONES: 
for I say unto you, that in heaven their angels do always behold the 
Face of my Father,” [are the peculiar objects of divine love. | 

3. ‘That man exists hereafter in a perfect human form, with every 

faculty, both of mind and body, which he before enjoyed ; but in far 
greater perfection, as the spiritual body, in which he rises immediately 
on leaving the natural body, is substantial and immortal. St. Paul 
says, emphatically, “ there is a natural body, and there is a spiritual 
body,” the latter of which, he assures us, is as far superior to the for- 
mer, as the glory of the sun is to that of the moon. 

4. That the material body never rises again ; but that the resur- 
rection spoken of in Scripture, is the raising of the soul: 1st. “ from 
the death of sin, to a life of righteousness, by regeneration; and, 
2dly, from the natural to the spiritual world. “ Blessed and holy is 
he that hath part in the first resurrection ; on such the second death 
hath no power.” “flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God.” “The hour is coming, and now is, when the DEAD shall hear 
his voiee,” &c. Our Lord says, “Now that the dead are raised [in 
the present tense, when they leave the body] even Moses shewed at 
the bush, when he calleth the Lord, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob. For he is not a God of the dead, but 
of the living: [yet the bodies of these patriarchs had long been dead} 
for to Him all are alive.” : ‘ 

5. That there is not, in the universal Heaven, a single angel that 
was created such at first; nor a single devil in all Hell, that had been 
created an angel of light, and was afterwards cast out of Heaven ; 
but that all, both in Heaven and Hell, are of the human race: in 
Heaven, such as had lived in the world in heavenly love and faith ; 
and in Hell, such as had lived without either. When John would 
have worshipped an angel, the latter forbade him, saying, “See thou 
do it not: for I am thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethren the pro- 
phets.” This angel, of course, had once been a man on earth. 

6. That no part of the created universe will ever be destroyed, but 
that its innumerable worlds will continue to roll in their orbits for ever, 
as the seminaries and nurseries of Heaven. All those passages in 
Scripture, generally supposed to signify the destruction of the world by 
fire, &c. are to be interpreted exactly as the Apostle explained the 
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prophecy of Joel, which was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost—viz. 
the rejection of a perverted church, and the establishment of a new 
one. “ One generation passeth away, and another generation cometh, 
but the earth abideth for ever.” 

7- That the Last Judgment, so frequently spoken of in the Gos- 
pels, and in the Apocalypse, was actually accomplished (in the world 
of spirits) in the year 1757; being a separation of the good and evil 
Spirits, who had been ce!lected and mixed in society together, from the 
time:of the Lord’s first advent, when a like general judgment was also 
accomplished on all who had remained in that intermediate state, since 
the days of Noah. ‘ He preached unto the spirits in prison; which 
sometime were disobedient, when once the long suffering of God waited 
in the days of Noah.” The Second Advent of the Lord has now 
taken place, and the final gudgment is accomplished; for the former 
heaven and the former earth [the Old Church, as to doctrine and life} 
have passed away, according to the Scriptures, and the foundation of 
a New Church is laid, wherein all things are become new. “ Behold I 
create new heavens, and a new earth; and the former shall not be re- 
membered, nor come into mind. But be ye glad, and rejoice for ever 
in that which I create; for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, 
and her people a joy.” , 
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FOR THE NEW-JERUSALEM MISSIONARY. 
Copy of a letter to Deacon C********, of Henderson, N.Y. 


Dear Sir, 

From what I have frequently heard of your remarks on my ser- 
mons, particularly on a number of funeral occasions, it appears to me 
probable that you have misapprehended my real sentiment on the 
subject of merit. You will, therefore, permit me in this way to express 
my views of this interesting subject. ‘That man never does, and never 
can merit the least particle « of remuneration from the hand of the Lord, 
is my decided and full belief. ‘This is also the sentiment of the Hon. 
Emanuel Swedenborg, the all and singular of whose doctrines I most 
cordially and firmly embrace. Nor have Lin any of the sermons al- 
luded to, or in any other sermons on the New Jerusalem Church doc- 
trines and duties, ever once said, intimated or implied, intentionally, a 
syllable which could be fairly understood and represented as favourable 
to the merit of man. Isay, moreover, and without hesitation or equivo- 
cation, that there is, according to my belief, no creature in the universe 
whie is capable of doing the least thing meritoriously , because there is 
not an individual in all creation who can perform an act of superero- 
gation. I ground my sentiment upon Luke, xvii. 10. “ So likewise 
ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are commanded 
vou, say, We are unprofitable servants : we have done that which was 
our duty to do.” ‘This passage evidently teaches, that though it be our 
duty to keep the commandments, yet there is no merit in doing it. In 
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those things which are commanded, are we not under obligations to 
obey ? Would the Lord require things which ought not to be done? 
Shall the false and the evil dread of merit, chain us down in a state of 
disobedience to the express commands of God? Does he bind us by 
requisitions which cannot be obeyed without merit? That it is our 
duty to keep the commandments is evident, 

Because it is our duty to love the Lord our God with all the heart, 
and to love our neighbour as ourselves ; 

Because it is our duty to believe, as love to the Lord our God, and 
as love to our neighbour will lead us ; 

Because it is our duty to act externally according to the dictates of 
such interior love and belief; and, 

Because it is our duty té be in a state receptive of Divine good and 
truth; that, as living branches, we may receive our life from the True 
Vine. For these reasons, it is our indispensable duty to keep the 
commandments. Yet, 

There is no merit in doing it; for we are still tosay, “ We are un- 
profitable servants; we have done that which was our duty to do ;” 
which utterly precludes the least fragment of merit. 

In keeping the commandments of the decalogue, the ones which I 
believe are meant in the passage above cited, there is no merit, because 
no man can keep them for the sake of remuneration. They do not 
require men to do good for the sake of self, but from the love of good. 
He, therefore, Who does good for the sake of self, does not good, but 
evil ; and instead of keeping, breaks the commandments. His having 
merit and reward for his end, is opposed to the “ Spirit and Life” of 
the Divine requirements; of course, he does not keep them; neither 
can he keep them, so long as that mercenary end is not relinquished. 

In keeping the commandments there is no merit, because all who 
keep them do good from the Lord, and not from themselves, for the 
sake of merit and remuneration. To do good from the Lord, is to act 
by the influence of the love which is shed abroad in the heart, by the 
Holy Spirit. ‘To do good for the sake of merit and remuneration, is 
to act from ourselves with self-dependence, by the influence of the love 
of self and of the world, which is shed abroad in the heart by “ the 
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the chil- 
dren of disobedience.” To do good from the Lord by the love whic 
is “ the fruit of the Spirit,” is what the commandments require. But 
to do good from ourselves by the love of self and of the world, is what 
the commandments forbid. Hence the obedient will discard merit. 

In keeping the commandments there is no merit, because good it- 
self is the delight of charity, and truth itself is the delight of faith. In 
other words, those goods and truths which are emanated from the 
Lord, and which are manifested by the faithful subjects of his kingdom, 
are loved and believed in for their own sakes; and, therefore, not with 
the sinister end of merit and recompense. 

In keeping the commandments there is no merit, and no intention or 
thought of merit, because good is required, not to be done for the sake 
of reward. “ For,” savs our Lord, “ if ve love them who love yon, 
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what thank have ye? for sinners also love those that love them. And 
if ye do good to them who do good to you, what thank have ye? for 
sinners also even do the same. And if ye lend to them of whom ye 
hope to receive, what thank have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, 
to receive as much again. But love your enemies, and do good, and 
lend, hoping for nothing again.” According to this beautiful requisi- 
tion, no person can keep the commandments with merit and remune- 
ration for his hope or end. 

In keeping the commandments there is no merit, because me- 
rit belongs to the Lord alone. Swedenborg says, “ The Lord alone 
hath merit and justice—wherefore man hath nothing at all of merit 
and justice, but the merit and justice of the Lord are imputed to 
him, when he acknowledges that nothing is from himself, but all from 
the Lord.” Ar. C.n. 9715. Hence he again says, “ To do good, 
which is good, must be from the love of good, thus for the sake of good ; 
they who are in that love, abhor merit, for they love to do, and hence 
they perceive satisfaction; and vice versa, they are sorrowful if it be 
believed that what they do is,for the sake of any thing of themselves.” 
Ar. C. n. 9983. 

In keeping the commandments there can be no merit, because we 

can become good only by the Lord’s goodness, and be wise only by 
his wisdom. ‘This is evident from John, iii. 27 that “a man can receive 
nothing, except it be given him from heaven.” It is only in propor- 
tion as the love of receiying good and truth from heaven prevails, that 
the love of self, and, consequently, the love of merit, departs. 

In a word, ‘in keeping the commandments, there can be no merit, 
because true happiness consists in the affection of doing good without 
any regard to merit or recompense. Wherefore, they, who place 
merit in works, love themselves, and they who love themselves, despise 
their neighbour; yea, they are angry with God himself, if they do not 
receive the hoped- -for recompense.” Ar. C.n. 9976. Now itis “evident, 
that persons of this description have no true happiness; and, conse- 
quently, that there can be no merit in keeping the commandments. 

From the remarks which have been made, you will now permit me 
to subjoin a number of deductions, which may be of use, to be well un- 
derstood and applied; for to every one the subject is really of vital 
importance. 

1. It is implied in what has been said, that our Lord’s direction to 
the young man, “ If thou wilt enter into life, keep the commpanrimente,” 
and his direction to the lawyer, “ This do, and thou shalt live,” are 
not to he understood as “* ental expressions.” We might as well 
suppose, that the Divine law, which requires love without merit and 
recompense for an end, is an ironical law. The commandments re- 
quire that we should abhor merit, and that we should do good from 
the love of good, and believe truth from the love of truth; but on the 
supposition, that they are ironically expressed, it mu ‘t be understood, 
that they mean directly the reverse of what they sey; and, conse- 
quently, that we must love merit, and love self «xclusively, hate the 
Lord and cur neighbour, and never do any thins good in the worl d, 
except it be for the sake of reward. 
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2. Since there is no merit in keeping the commandments, it plainly 
follows, that they who do keep them are the ones who are saved by 
the mercy of the Lord. That they acknowledge his mercy is obvious, 
because from their hearts they discard merit, and in their hearts they 
feel the influence of his mercy, by which alone they do his command- 
ments. ‘The same can be said of persons of no other description; for 
of such, and only of such is it true, let their denomination be whatever 
it may. 

3. Since there can be no merit in keeping the commandments, it 
follows that they who refuse to do it are the ones who are acting with 
merit, remuneration, and the love of self for their end. This is evident, 
because no one can act without a motive; and there can be no such 
thing as a medium between spiritual good and evil. “ He that is not 
with me,” says our Lord, “ is against me: and he that gathereth not 
with me, scattereth abroad.” If, then, we discountenance keeping the 
commandments, we virtually advocate merit, and the love of self, which 

* are the substance of all sin, and rebellion, and insurrection against the 
Jaws and kingdom of the Lord. : 

4. Since keeping the commandments cannot be done with the in- 
tention of merit, it follows, that without keeping them there can be no 
way in which self-seeking can be avoided ; for without keeping them, 
there is‘no other love but that of self; and with the love of self, there 
is no other end but that of merit and recompense. 

5. To say that keeping the commandments must needs be with a 
view to merit, is, in effect, to reproach the Lord; for it is the same as 
to say, he requires of us that which we cannot do, except it be with a 
view togmerit; and, therefore, that he has given us a law which re- 
quires.us to sin! No wonder that on this dreadful apprehension, it 
should be thought to be a dreadful thing to do the works of the law; 
and that the advocates of the obedience, which God enjoins, to the 
Divine requirements, are stigmatized as legalists, and as evil doers. 
They certainly must be evil doers, if they can keep the command- 
ments, only with a disposition to merit, and to lay claim to reward. 
But, is not the supposition that God has given to his creatures such a 
law, a reproach to his character? Can he require sin, and punish us 
for disobedience to his requirements of this nature, and yet with pro- 
priety be called good, and holy ? 

6. It is implied ia this subject, that the separation of faith from cha- 
rity, and the doctrine of justification by faith alone, have a tendency to 
support the doctrine of merit. This is manifest, because love is the 
only living principle in man by which merit is abhorred and rejected. 
Let a person have faith alone, and he is destitute of the love which is 
the fulfilling of the law. He then possesses the love of self, by which 
he makes merit and recompense his object. His faith being alone, 
does not work by love, and is dead, because love or charity is the life 
of faith, There being, then, no charity, and the faith of course being 
dead, every remaining affection is on the side of merit and recom- 
pense, because there is no other iove left but that of selfand of reward. 
Such is the nature, and such the deleterious tendency of separating 
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faith from charity, and of holding the doctrine of justification by faith 
alone. Rather than admit this deadly and direful heresy, with the 
Lord Jesus let us cordially say, “ Blessed are they that do his com- 
mandinents, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter 
in through the gates into the city.” 


I am, dear sir, yours, respectfully, 


NOLLAND WEEKS. 
, =e 


TO THE EDITORS. 


GENTLEMEN, 


I have read your Prospectus of the Missionary with no little atten- 


tion and interest. But although your Scripture proofs are ingeniously 
selected, and give considerable plausibility to your scheme, there are 
many objections to be removed from my mind before I can embrace | 
your doctrines. I will, however, become a subscriber to the new 
Magazine, on condition that the first number contains a satisfactory 
answer to the following : 


We are told in Genesis, chap. i. 26, “ God said, Let us make man 


in our image,” which seems, as sone think, to imply a plurality. An 
explanation wil! greatly oblige me, and, I doubt not, but the public 
likewise. (). 





ANSWER. 


The reason whiy it is said in the plural number, “ Let us make man 
in OUR image,” is because it means the regeneration of man, which is 
effected by the Lord through the ministry of angels. But that yet this 
is done by the Lord alone, who is God in One Person, is plain from the 
words that follow, verse 27, and which are expressed in the singular 
number thus, “ So Gop created man in His OWN image.” 

What the most ancient Church understood by an image of the Lord, 
is too comprehensive a subject to admit of a full and perfect explana- 
tion. Man is altogether ignorant that he is governed by angels and 
spirits from the Lord, and that with every particular person there are 
at least two spirits, and two angels; by spirits man hath communica- 
tion with the world of spirits, and by angels he hath communication 
with Heaven; withou’ communication by spirits with the world of 
spirits, and by angels with Heaven, it would be utterly impossible for 
man to live ;_ his life .evendeth entirely on such conjunction ; so that 
supposing spirits and «gels to depart from him, he would instantly 
perish. Whilst man remaineth unregenerate, he is governed in a man- 
ner altogether differen: ‘rom what taketh place when he is regenerate ; 
for whilst he is unre ~ nerate, evil spirits are with him, who rule over 
him in such a sort, thai the angels, notwithstanding they are present, 
can effect nothing to eny purpose, but merely to prevent his plunging 
himself into the lowest (epths of mischief, and to incline him to some 
sort of goodness, which they contrive. by making his lusts in some 
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degree, subservient to good, and the fallacies of the senses to truth; in 
this state he hath communication with the world of spirits by means of 
the spirits that are attendant on him; but he hath not the like commu- 
nication with I[eaven, inasmuch as the evil spirits have the dominion 
over him, and the angels only endeavour to avert their influences. But 
when he is regenerate, then the angels have the dominion, and inspire 
him with whatever is good and true, infusing, at the same time, a dread 
and fear of what is evil and false. The angels, indeed, guide man, but 
herein they only minister to the Lord, who alone governeth him by 
angels and spirits; and whereas such government is effected by the mi- 
nistry of angels, therefore it is here at first said in the plural, Let us make 
man in our image; but inasmuch as the Lord alone governeth and 
disposeth, in the following verse it is said in the singular, God created 
man in HIS Own image ; which also the Lord plainly declareth in Isai- 
ah, “ Thus saith Jehovah, thy Redeemer, and he that formed thee from 
the womb; I, Jehovah, make all things, stretching forth the Heavens 
alone, and spreading abroad the earth by myself, xliv. 24. The angels 
likewise confess that they have no power of their own, but that they 
act from the Lord alone. 

Whether or not this will be deemed a satisfactory reply, by our 
Correspondent, we are unable to predict; but we feel warranted in 
saying, that, if he will accompany us in our investigations, for a few 
months, with a desire of truth for his own € iritual purification, his 
“ eyes will be opened to see wondrous things in the divine law.” The 
end, or motive, is every thing. 


<= fe 


[Xs The design of the following treatise is to attempt to 
restore Marrtace to its primitive sanctity, purity, and bliss, by 
pointing out its connexion with Rexicion, and exhibiting its many 
advantages ;_ as being most acceptable to God, admissive of the 
highest degree of human happiness, conducive to the highest de- 
gree of man’s purification, and productive of the greatest useful- 
ness. Some misconceptions and abuses of this DIVINE INSTITUTION 
are also detected, and at the same time is shown the peculiar and 
distinct nature of that pure and holy conjugial love in which it 
originates. | 


THE GOLDEN WEDDING RING. 
[BY THE REV..J. CLOWES.] 


Paternus was a venerable clergyman of the last century, distinguisli- 
ed alike by his learning and talents; but above all, by his unfeigned 
piety and sincere zeal for the salvation of his flock. He had two chil- 
dren, a son and a daughter, whom we shall at present call by the names 
of Eveenio and Miranpa. Eugenio was in the twenty-second year 
of his age, and Miranda in her nineteenth year. ‘They had both of 
them, from their earliest youth, been instructed in the principles of the 
Christian Religion, not only in regard to its evidences, or the convic- 
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tion of its truth in their understandings, but also in regard to its ope- 
ration, or the effects it was intended to produce on their hearts and 
hives. For such had been the views opened to them by Paternus. 
Religion, he would often tell them, is not a mere science to enlighten 
and amuse the ¢ntedlect of man, but it is a rule of life; or rather, it is 
itself a living principle, to govern his affections and tempers, to con- 
trol his passions and appetites, to soften and subdue his asperities, to 
mitigate his sorrows, to increase and perpetuate his joys, and, in short, 
to i:fyse into the whole man a new life and spirit, new ends and in- 
tentions, new hopes and delights, by forming him after the image and 
likeness of that Heaventy Farner from whom he received his being, 
and whose child he properly is. Religion, therefore, added Paternus, 
doth not produce its full effect in man till it takes possession of his 
whole mind, and governs him alike in his business and recreations, in 
his closet and in his shop, in his prayers and in his pleasures, in his 
solicitude and in his association with his fellow-creatures ; in short, 
undey every character and relationship, whether as a parent or a child, 
as a husband or a wife, as a citizen, a subject, or a ruler. 

“T have often (said Eugenio, one day, as he and his sister were walk- 
ing with Paternus) been delighted with the views which you have 
presented to me of the noble ends of Religion, and am entirely agreed 
with you in your generakconclusions on the interesting subject. But 
siill [have my doubts about some particular applications of your ge- 
neral rule, and especially about its application to the relationship be- 
twixt husband and wife, commonly called marriage. For though I am 
willing to allow the sacredness of this relationship in a certain degree, 
and how it is, in a certain degree, connected with religion, yet [ am 
half afraid, lest by regarding it in too serious a point of view, you 
would deprive it of al! that natural joy, delight and festivity, which it 
is calculated to inspire.” 

“Tam as greata friend as you can be (replied Paternus) to all the na- 
tural joys, delights and festivities attending marriage, and I should be 
as much afraid, as you can be, of depriving marriage of such good 
company. But is Religion, think you, an enemy to joy, delight, and 
festivity ? or rather, is she not their best friend, by connecting them 
with their eternal source 2? Doth she not also, by forwarding such a 
connexion, prevent their destroying themselves, and thus render them 
constant, permanent, and eternal? Jesus Christ says to his disciples, 
“ These things have I spoken unto you, that MY JoY MIGHT REMAIN IN 
you, and that your JOY MIGHT BE FULL.” (John xv. 11.) Is there 
any thing now in this declaration which proves Jesus Christ to be an 
enemy to human joys, or that He seeks their destruction Rather, do 
not the words demonstrate, that He is friendly to all human joys, and 
that He is desirous to promote their preservation, by filling them with 
His own joy 2 The case, therefore, appears to be this, that all natural 
delights, and even the greatest of them all, which is conjugal delight, 
without religion, destroy themselves, because without religion they 
separate themselves from their DIVINE souRCE ; whereas the same de- 
lights, when connected with religion, are continually improving both 
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in purity, bliss, and permanency, because being connected with reli- 
gion, they are connected with Gop, the only living fountain of all true 
and stable joy. And doth not daily experience bear witness to the 
truth of this remark, especially in the case of marriages? For ex- 
amine now the reason why, in so many sad instances, the delights of 
conjugal love grow undelightful, and are even turned into their oppo- 
sites, and 1 am of opinion you will find that it is universally owing, 
either to a defect of religious principle in one or both of the parties, 
or to some mistaken ideas on the subject of religion.’ 

“ But I have always conceived (said Miranda) that when Jesus Christ 
teaches us to deny ourselves, and to take up our daily cross, and to 
cut off our offending hands and feet, and to pluck out our offending 
eyes, he had some view to our natural delights, and this considera- 
tion las sometimes made me almost afraid of joy, even of conju- 
gal joy.” 

“ You have nothing to fear from the yoy, (replied Paternus,) for the 
joy, in itself, is perfectly innocent. All that you need be afraid of, is 
that natural selfishness which would lead you to consider the joy as 
your own, independent of Gop; and thus to separate it from Gop, by 
not restraining it within the bounds of His order, and by not ac- 
knowledging it to be His. And this is the reason why Jesus Christ 
teaches you to deny yourself, and to take up your cross; because it is 
only by denying sucha selfish spirit, and by fighting against tt, 
that you can ever be brought to connect your joys with their divine 
fountain, so that they may be perpetually filled from that fountain. 
This selfish spirit, therefore, and not your joy, is the offending hand 
and foot which you are required to cut off, and the offending eye 
which you are required to pluck out.” 

“ Are we to suppose then,” asked Eugenio, “that the delights of 
conjugal love and life are all of them pure, allowable, and pleasing in 
the sight of God ?” ‘ 

“ You cannot suppose otherwise,” answered his father, “if you con- 
sider, as you ought, that those delights are all of them implanted by 
God; and if, under this consideration, they be referred to God, and 
humbly and gratefully acknowledged to be the products of His fatherly 
bounty and liberality to His creatures. With the wise and the good, 
therefore, the delights of conjugal love and life, are both pure, allow- 
able, and pleasing to the ALMicHry; because the wise and the good 
are never so happy as in tracing up all their natural delights to a di- 
vine source. But it is otherwise with the wicked and t htless, who 
teel no concern at all about their delights, whether they Be pure, allow- 
able, and pleasing to God, or not.” 

‘From your view of the subject,” observed Eugenio, “I should 
conceive the married state to be the happiest of all states.” 

“Your observation,”’. replied Paternus, “ must be made with some 
restriction ; because, though it be certainly true of marriage, properly 
so called, yet it is certainly not true of aff marriages.” 

“ Are there then,” inquired Eugenio, “ any marriages not properly 
so called 2” 

Vou. ff. $ 
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‘‘'There is no term in language,” answered the good pastor, “ more 
misunderstood at this day, or more perverted, than the term MARRIAGE, 
which therefore we see every day prostituted to the vilest of purposes. 
Thus some call it marriage to be united to a mass of flesh and blood, 
without any regard to an union of minds; others marry a large for- 
tune, others an accomplishment, others a title, and they do not scruple 
to appear in the presence of the ALMieuty, and upon their knees be- 
fore him at his altar, to supplicate his blessing upon their shame and 
folly. But would you call this marriage, or would you think it right 
to apply to two persons so connected, “that description of the union of 
conjugal partners given by Jesus Curisr, where he so emphatically 
characterises them as those wnom GoD HATH JOINED TOGETHER!” 
(Matt. xix. 6. Mark, x. 9.) 

I should conceive, said Miranda, that marriage, properly so called, 
must mean an union of minds, and that if minds are not united, it 
cannot be properly called marriage. 

“ You are right,” replied Paternus, “if by an union of minds you 

) mean the minds of two persons of different sexes ; but have you ever 
considered what it is which properly constitutes an union of minds 
, between two persons of different sexes °” 

‘* [ cannot say that I ever considered the subject,” said Miranda, 
‘¢ but I should feel truly thankful, my dear father, if you would explain 
it to me.” 

“¢ Gop, my child,” replied Paternus, “ has manifestly, by creation, 
distinguished the man from the woman, and the woman from the man, 
not only as to body, but as to mind, not only as to corporeal strength 
and energy, but as to mental faculty, character, and disposition. For 
who cannot discern that the man is by nature formed more for the 
exercise of the intellectual principle in science and the pursuits of 
wisdom ; whereas the woman is formed more for the exercise of the 
voluntary or will-principle, in affection, in gentleness, in softness and 
sweetness of temper and of manners? ‘Thus the proper distinguishing 
character of the man is intellect, but the proper distinguishing charac- 
ter of the woman is the love of the man’s intellect. Hence we find, 
by experience, that every sensible and well-disposed woman attaches 
herself toa man of understanding ; and that every sensible and well- 
disposed man attaches himself most to that woman who most loves his 
understanding. Here, then, is the true ground of the union of minds 
between two persons of different sexes. For all union of minds pro- 
ceeds from@@yve, and the union of minds between two persons of dif- 
ferent cs led from this distinct love, that the man loves the 
woman because she loves his understanding, and that the woman 
loves the man for the sake of his understanding.* 'Thus their union 


When it is said that the “ man loves the woman because she loves his under- 
sanding,” it is not intended to assert, that he loves her on this account alone, 
independently of her virtues, graces, accomplishments,’&c. but only to say, that 
what renders her virtues, graces, and accomplishments more agreeable in his 
eyes, is the consideration ef the peculiar harmony and agreement subsistiu ‘ 

. beiween her aficetion aod his understanding, by virtue of which harmeny aud 
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is like that of love and of wisdom: for as all love seeks earnestly to be 
united with wisdom for its guidance and defence, and all wisdom is 
alike desirous to be united with love for its life and blessedness, in like 
manner, and for the same reasons, the love of the woman is always 
eager to unite itself with the wisdom of the man, and the wisdom of 
the man, in its turn, is alike eager to unite itself with the woman’s 
love. We may add yet further, that as love is imperfect, or rather is 
not any thing, without union with its proper wisdom, and as wisdom 
is imperfect, or rather is not any thing, until it be united to its proper 
love, so the woman’s love is imperfect, or rather is not any thing, sepa- 
rate from the wisdom of the man; and on the other hand, the wisdom 
of the man is imperfect, or rather is not any thing, unless united with 
the love of the woman. Itis, however, well to be noted, that as all true 
love and wisdom are from Gop, and cannot be united but in and by 
Gon, i in like manner the woman’s love for the man’s wisdom, and the 
man’s wisdom itself, are from Gop, and cannot be united, unless both 
the woman and the man have devout respect to Gop as the only source 
of their love and wisdom, and the only true cement of their union. 
What you have been observing, said Miranda, concerning the dis- 

tinct characters and qualities of man and woman, brings to my recol- 
lection what my favourite poet, Milton, says on the same subject, in 
his beautiful description of Adam and Eve in Paradise—his words are 
these : 

For contemplation he, and valour form’d, 

For softness she, and sweet attractive grace ; 

He for Gop only, she for Gop in him. 


“ You might have added too (replied Paternus) what the same poet 
has put into the mouth of the angel Raphael on the same subject, where 


the angel, in his discourse aioe Adam, thus instructs him concerning 
Eve: 


What bigh’r in her society thou find’st 
Attractive, human, rational, love still : 

In loving thou dost well, in passion not, 
Wherein true love consists not. Love refines 
The thoughts, and heart enlarges, hath his seat 
In reason, and is judicious, is the scale 

By which to heav’nly love thou may’st ascend. 


“* You see, therefore, my children, that according to the enlightened 
views of this great poet, conjugal union, or marriage, is grounded i m 
the eternal distinction of the two sexés, as to mind as well as body; an« 
in their capacity to bless each other according to that distinction. You 
see, likewise, how good and wise men, in all ages, have regarded con- 
jugal love as something sacred and holy, per fectly distinct from what is 
called lust or passion, and therefore calculated by its nature, as well as 
by its origin, to raise the soul to heaven, and conjoin it with Gop.” 

[ To be continued. | 


agreement, her affection is always sceking to be conjoined with his understand- 
ing, and his understanding, in its tara, with her affection, 
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THOUGHTS ON THE INCARNATION. 


[BY THE REV. R. HINDMARSH. | 


The reason why the Lord did not assume a humanity before he ac- 
tually did, was because it was necessary that evil should accumulate to 
its utmost height, in order that the Lord, by conquering all their hells 
in their united powers, might for ever after keep them in subjection to 
himself. Had his coming taken place sooner, or before evil had risen 
to its full pitch and consummation, then there would have been some 
evils against which he would not have fought ; and consequently some 
men, principied in those evils, would have been excluded the possibili- 
ty of salvation. But by fighting against, and overcoming the worst 
evils, the Lord at the same time conquered all lesser evils, which were 
included in the greatest ; and thus a way was made for the salvation of 
the very worst and most abandoned of the liuman race. It was for this 
same reason that the Lord was pleased to be born on this earth, the 
inhabitants of which are more external and sensual than the inhabi- 
tants of any other earth in the universe. For the same reason also he 
assumed humanity among the Jews, who at that time were, and to this 
day are, the worst and most sordid of all mankind on this globe. And 
of all the tribes and families of the Jews, that in particular, of which 
the Lord was pleased to be born, was certainly the most adulterous, 
voluptuous, and domineering. If it had not been for the above reasons, 
which manifest the greatest mercy and love to the human race, surely 
the Lord, who is purity itself, could never have dwelt with such a na- 
tion as the Jews, nor indeed with such men as we are who are not 
Jews. 

While we write this, we see another divine reason why the Lord, 
who was the great Jehovah, and creator of the universe, appeared, 
while on earth, like any other man: it was, no doubt, to resist and 
overcome the temptation arising from that very appearance. Ile, who 
was the only and eternal source of life, by the incarnation, subjected 
himself to be treated, not only at that time, but in all future ages, as a 
mere man, and by some as one of the most contemptible of men. This 
circumstance must doubtless have been an inlet to some grievous temp- 
tations: but as it was out of pure mercy to mankind, that he became 
subject thereto in his human nature, so by his victory over, and com- 
plete expulsion of, those false insinuations, he has extended the possi- 
bility of salvation even to his avowed and personal enemies, the Jews, 
Arians,.and Socinians. 


KEES 


The literal sense of the Wonop is called a cloud, because the internal 
sense, which is called glory, cannot be comprehended by man, unless 
he is regenerated. Were the tnternal sense of the worp (or divine 
truth in its own glory) to appear before the man who is not regenerated. 
it would be as thick darkness, in which he could see nothing at all. 


A. C. 8106. 
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DESULTORY THOUGHTS. 


[FROM THE EDITOR’S COMMON-PLACE BOOK.] 


RELIGIOUS OPINIONS. 


When the children of Dan took away the idols of Micah, of Mount 
Ephraim, he expostulated with them in these words: “ Ye have taken 
away my gods, which | made, and what have I more?” Our modern 
idolaters are as much attached to their opinions, as Micah was to his 
images, and yield them with as much reluctance. When a man has 
once adopted a favourite tenet, under the impression that it is founded 
in truth, he will defend it by almost any means, and at all hazards; for 
it is like yielding his life, or sacrificing his first-born, to give it up. 
And even after the fullest conviction, when he finds himself compelled 
to abandon it, he does it with such sensations as one feels in parting 
for ever with a once-loved friend, who has betrayed his confidence ; 
for instead of cheerfully yielding his cloak also, when his -oat is thus 
taken away by law, he feels as Micah did, when he exclaimed, “ Ye 
have taken away my gods, and what have I more !” 

This is too much the case with Christians, of every denomination, 
in direct opposition to the following precept of the Gospel: “ Whoso- 
ever shall compel thee [by the sound arguments of reason and truth] 
to go one mile, [or, to agree with him in one point] go with him 
twain.” 


CHARIOTS OF IRON. 


There are many persons, governed by erroneous opinions in matters 
of religion, who are so tenacious of their favourite doctrines, that they 
spend every leisure hour of their lives in searching the Scriptures for 
arguments to support them; while the very spirit, in which they 
search, lays them more and more open to the influence of error. 
They read under a kind of delusion, arising from their own zeal, 
which causes them to see things in a partial light, and prompts them 
to give even a forced and distorted meaning and construction to pass- 
ages which they thus press into their service. Celestial love may 
purify the heart, and drive out the hereditary evils from the will of 
such a person; but the errors of the head, or the falscs of the under- 
standing, can never be conquered, or driven out, while defended by 
the iron chariots of prejudice, bigotry, and superstition; doctrines 
founded on apparent truths. “The Lord was with Judah, and he 
drave out the inhabitants of the mountain; but the inhabitants of the 
valiey he could not drive out, because they had chariots of iron.” 


ERRONEOUS TRANSLATIONS. 


Had the translators of the Bible been totally ignorant of all reli- 
gious creeds, we should have had a more Literal, and of course a more 
correct, English version, than we now possess. ‘They believed, for 
instance, in the resurrection of the material body, and therefore make 
Job say. “though worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I sev 
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God.” In the Hebrew it reads, “ yet out of my flesh shall I see 
God.” The translators believed in the personaiity of the Holy Ghost, 
and therefore make the Evangelist say, “ For the Holy Ghost was not 
yet given, because that Jesus was not yet glorified.” According to 
the original it is, “ For the Holy Spirit was not yet, because Jesus was 
not yet : glorified.’ ” "That is, until the Awman nature, which Jehovah 
had assumed, was made completely divine, it could not be the medium 
of that divine emanation which is called the Holy Spirit. Again, the 
translators of the Bible believed that Jesus Christ was a distinct being 
from:God the Father; they therefore make Hint say, “ If ye believe 
not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.” The pronoun fe is not 
in the Greek, and has no antecedent in the English version. In the 
original, it is, “If ye believe not that 1 AM, ye shall die in your 
sins.” ‘That i is, the Great | AM, who spoke to Moses in the bush. 
Many other passages might be produced, wherein the translators have 
evidently deviated from the sense of the original; but these are sufii- 
cient for the present purpose. 


SPIRITUAL ALMS-GIVING. 


Imparting spiritual goods and truths to others, who need them, is a 
higher act of charity, than to literally teed the hungry, and clothe the 
naked ; as much higher, as the soud is superior to the body. — Let not 
the highly-favoured members of the New-Jerusalem, then, say to the 
hungry, thirsty, perishing souls, of the unenlightened, “ Be ye fed, and 
be ye clothed; we must attend to our own wants, and leave others to 
the care of Providence; the purification of our own souls demands all 
our attention; and you must take care of yourselves.” Let us rather 
impart all we have to the poor, under the blessed assurance that we 
shall grow rich in giving. The divine blessing will so multiply our 
“five barley loaves, and two little fishes,” as to nourish thousands of 
our fellow-creatures, and leave enough and to spare for ourselves. The 
motive, the object, the end, of all our actions, ought to be the good of 
others. When this is the case, we provide for our own happiness, to 
all eternity ; 


Gain Heaven ourselves, by helping others there. 


While we seek Heaven from se/fish views, we shall, most certainly, 
never find it; for that state of purity is incompatible with the dove of 
self. This subtle serpent, with all its horrid brood of evil affections, 
must be destroyed, (or at least divested of its fangs,) before Paradise 
can be régained. “ "He that loseth his life for my sake, (saith the Lord,) 
shall find it. Self-love is the life of the unregenerate. We who are 
quaffing the waters of spiritual truth, at Jacob’s well, are unworthy 
recipients, if we do not incessantly labour to “roll away the stone 
from the well’s mouth, and water the flocks of Laban, our mother’s 
brother.” It is more blessed to give than to receive, as the influx 
always increases in proportion to the efflux. In no one way can we so 
effectually promote our own regeneration, as in wishing and seeking 
to assist others in the same important work. We do not write for 
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those in whom it is already completed; for “ they that be whole need 
not a physician, but they that are sick.” , 


“LOVE YOUR ENEMIES.” 


If we had no other proof that this was a divine precept, its oppo- 
sition to the views and feelings of the natural man, would be sufficient 
to declare its heavenly origin. How often does the human heart, even 
under the process of purification, feel a propensity to evade the lite- 
ral and obvious meaning of the precept. But when we reflect that it 
emanated from a God of love, who, “ in the likeness of sinful flesh,” 
prayed for his enemies, even for those whose evi/s had nailed him to 
the cross, we feel at once the propriety and necessity of its strict ob- 
servance in the Christian life and practice. If “God so loved the 
world,” when it was sunk in the lowest depths of wickedness ; if such 
was the love of Jesus Christ for sinners ; shall we (who are, at best, 
sinners also) presume to “cast the first stone” of hatred and con- 
demnation against them? Our Lord said to his disciples, “ Love your 
enemies; bless them that curse you; do good to them that hate you ; 
and pray for them which despitefully use you and persecute you; that 
ye may be the children of your Father, which is in heaven; for he 
maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain 
on the just and en the unjust.” Now, none but men in the love of evil, 
could be the enemies of Christ’s disciples ; no others could curse, hate, 
or persecute them. But the disciples were commanded to love even 
such men, and to do them all possible good, in order that they (the 
disciples) might be the children of God. Let not, then, sinful man, a 
worm of the dust, say to his brother-worm, ‘Stand by thyself, come 
not near to me; for I am holier than thou.” 

The fact is, the only wicked man we are allowed to hate, is ourself ; 
the old man within us. There is no danger, however, of a humble 
disciple’s erring on this point; for the farther he advances in the rege- 
nerate life, the more self-abased he becomes; and is more and more 
convinced that all others are better than himself. Being permitted 
to see the innumerable host of his own latent evils, which had been 
restrained from breaking out into-external acts, by selfish and not by 
religious considerations, he now naturally concludes (not having seen 
the internals of another) that he has far more evil propensities to sub- 
due than any one else; and hence, like the Apostle, believes himself 
to be the chief of sinners. This is apparently a low state, but is in 
reality a high one. We are taught thus from the literal sense of the 
Worp, whence every a of the New-Jerusalem Church is de- 
rived. See A. R.n. 898; 8. 8.n.55. “ Doctrine is not to be ac- 
quired by the spiritual sense of the Worn.” U. T. n. 230. 


DIVINE ORDER. 


“Order is Heaven’s first law,” says a celebrated Poet, who was, 
probably, not aware of “the full extent of this great truth, when he 
comunitted it to paper. Swedenborg says, “ the Lord is order itself ;” 
that “man was created a ferm of divine order ;” that “so far as he 
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lives according to order, so far he is a man; that “the universal 
Heaven, as to the angelic societies, is arranged by the Lord in agree- 
ment with his divine order, because the divine principle of the Lord 
constitutes heaven with the angels. ” He also teaches, that order must 
first exist internally before it can exist externally ; that “the internal 
man must be regenerated before the external; that “the internal 
produces the external, and not vice versa;” that “the external is 
formed by the internal, which is formed first ;”’ and that “ man’s ex- 
ternaf ought to correspond with his internal.” 

From the above quotations, (as well as from Scripture, philosophy, 
reason, and experience, ) it appears plain, that order proceeds, succes 
sively, from internal to external ; and that external order is the effect, 
or consequence, of internal order. Let the internal be right, and 
there is no danger but the externai will become right also. “ Cleanse 
first that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them 
may be clean also.” ‘This is as applicable to a society as to an indi- 
vidual ; and for either to assume celestial order, in mere externals, 
before their spiritual warfare has entirely ended, is attempting to do 
what David was forbidden to do: build a temple with blood-stained 
hands. It is, also, acting in opposition to the divine law, which for- 
bids the wearing “a garment of divers sorts, as of woollen and linen.” 


SPIRITUAL MIGRATION. 


The enlightened Scribe of the New-Jerusalem, informs us, that the 
heavens and the hells are all distinguished into innumerable societies ; 
und that “the mind of every man, [homo,] according to his will and 
consequent understanding, actually dwells in one society, [heavenly or 
infernal,] and intends and thinks in like manner with those [spirits] 
who compose that society. But (he adds) so long as man lives in the 
world, so long he [his mind] migrates from one {spiritual ] society to 
another, according to the changes of the affections of his will, and of 
the consequent thoughts of his mind; but, after death, his peregrina- 
tions are collected, and from the collection thereof into one, a@ place ts 
allotted him,in heaven, if he be good; in hell, if he be evil.” See 
C.S8.L.n. 530. From this fact we see the impossibility of intro- 
ducing heavenly order into the externals of the Church on earth ; 
for in heaven, all are permanently fixed, in the particular societies to 
which they belong; whereas, so long as man lives in the world, (how- 
ever high his state,) so long his mind migrates from one spiritual 80- 
ciety to another. Even the pastor of a religious society, is no more 
exempt from such spiritual migration, than any other member. 


ON THE RESURRECTION. 


In Sohn, v. 28, 29, it is written, “ Marvel not at this; for the hour 
is coming, in which all that are in the grave shall hear his voice, and 
shall come forth; they that have done ‘good, unto the resurrection of 
life, and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” 
By these words is not meant, t th: tt the materia! bodies, which are in the 
eraves, shall hear the voice of the Lord, and come forth: because all 
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men after death continue to be men, as before, with this difference alone, 
that they are then in a spiritual body, and not in a material body: 
wherefore, to come forth out of the grave, means to come forth out of 
the material body, which 1s the case with every one immediately after 
death ; and then they who have done good, rise to life eternal ; but they 
who have done evil, rise to everlasting death, which is the resurrection 
of damnation. 

As to the vulgar notion of a resurrection in the same form and sub- 
stance we carry about at present, the various ways in which it has been 
expounded, and many difficulties raised upon them, all sufficiently de- 
clare it untenable; and the reason ordinarily given, because the body 
being partaker in the deed ought to share in the reward, as well requires 
a resurrection of. the sword a man murders with, as the bank note he 
gives to charitable uses; for our mind is the sole agent, and our hands 
are as much the instruments as any thing we hold in them. 
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PROGRESS OF THE NEW CHURCH. 


The Sixth GeneraL Convention of the Receivers of the Doctrine 
of the New-Jerusalem, will be holden at the ‘Temple, in Baltimore, on 
the first 'Thursday of June next, the proceedings of which will be pub- 
lished in the second number of the Missionary. In the mean time, for 
the information of such as are strangers to the history of our Church, a 
few facts shall be stated, collected principally from the last Annual 
Report of the General Convention. 

In the cities of Baltimore, Philadelphia, New-York, and Boston, 
there have, for several years past, been regularly organized Societies of 
the Receivers of the Heavenly Doctrines of the New-Jerusalem. A 
neat little temple was erected in Baltimore about twenty years ago, 
and dedicated to the Only wise God our Saviour. ‘The Rev. John 
Hargrove, (former!y a Methodist’ minister,) was duly inducted to the 
pastoral office, in this new Society, by prayer and the imposition of 
hands. He is still spared to his affectionate congregation, and may be 
appropriately styled the patriarch or father of the New Church in 
America. 

In Philadelphia, a small but elegant temple was erected in 1816, by 
the New-Jerusalem Society, who had for some time previously perform- 
ed public worship in a School House. The Rev. M. M. Carll, who re- 
ceived his ordination from the hands of Mr. Hargrove, has continued 
to preach the New Doctrines from that period, to a very respectable 
congregation, and with such effect and success as to be the happy in- 
strument of calling great numbers “ from darkness unto light, and from 
the power of Satan unto God.” 

In the summer of 1811, a few recipients in this city met at a School- 
house in | James-street, and formed themselves into a Society; ap- 
pointed a Reader ; and afterwards regularly attended at the same place, 
every Sabbath, for social worship and mutual edification. They sub- 

Von. I. 4 








26 PROGRESS OF THE NEW CHURCH. 





—»— 





sequently removed to the Mount Vernon Observatory, in Broadway, 
where one of their new members, Mr. Charles I. Doughty, was unani- 
mously invited to receive holy orders, and become their permanent pas- 
tor. He was, accordingly, ordained by the Rev. Mr. Carll, and, on the 
same Sabbath 21 persons of different sexes and ages were baptized. 

In 1821,.the Society finding themselves becoming too numerous for 
such narrow accommodations, purchased a commodious edifice, (for- 
merly occupied by the “ United Christian Friends,” or Universalists,) 
which they fitted up in a style of elegant simplicity, as a permanent 
place of public worship. This building, which was solemnly conse- 
crated, on the first of July, in that year, is denominated the New-Jeru- 
salem Chapel, and will accommodate from seven to eight hundred peo- 
ple. ‘The Society continues to advance with a slow but steady pace. 

The Society in Boston was duly organized in the month of August, 
1818 ; and, during the recent year, it has also been incorporated 
by an act of the Legislature of Massachusetts. We understand, how- 
ever, that there are in Boston a respectable number of genuine members 
ofthe Lord’s New Church, who do not at present deem it expedient to 
attach themselves to the incorporated Society. ‘The doctrines are re- 
gularly preached every Sabbath, in Pantheon Hall, by Mr. Thomas 
Worcester. 

During the progress of these events on the sea-board, greater won- 
ders were going on in the West; connected with the following circum- 
stances: A periodical work, (similar to the present,) entitled the Hal- 
cyon Luminary and Theological Repository, was started in this city 
in 1812, and, in a few months, was patronised by more than three 
thousand subscribers ! This work was continued two years, at the ex- 
piration of which, the pressure of the times (incident to the great 
struggle in which our country was at that time engaged) rendered it 
necessary to suspend the publication, and untoward circumstances have 
ever since prevented its revival. But, during its existence, Divine 
Providence had made it xstrumental in disseminating spiritual truth in 
every part of the United States, from Georgia to Maine; from the 
shores of the Atlantic, to the banks of the Mississippi. ‘The seed was 
scattered in every direction, and was soon seen springing up like the 
green and tender herbs of Spring, in hamlets and villages; on moun- 
tains and in forests ; in the polished city, and in the savage wild. 

The Rev. Lewis Beers, a Universalist preacher, of Danby, Tioga 
County, in this State, was an early recipient. “ Your work, (said he, 
in a letter to the Editor,) has been to me a Luminary indeed.” It 
was commenced in the month of January, and on the first Sabbath in 
the ensuing year, Mr. Beers announced to his Congregation his change 
of sentiment. Many of them were surprised, but many others were 
prepared to receive the same doctrines themselves. He continues to 
preach them with success, and the recipients in his neighbourhood are 
regularly increasing. 

Wherever an individual thus received the doctrines, he became a 
centre, from which the rays of truth emanated in every direction ; so 
that in a few years, societies were multiplied throughout the western 


country. 
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“In Cincinnati, (says the last Annual Report, dated a year ago,) 
their prospects are very encouraging. ‘They have established a library, 
containing nearly ali the theological works of our author, for the use of 
the members of the New Church, and for those who may have any de- 
sire to become acquainted with the doctrines. The numbers who com- 
pose this society, and the intelligence and zeal by which they are dis- 
tinguished, render it by far the most promising of any other in the 
western country. It already forms the centre of communication for 
most of the other societies in the west.” 

“ In the town of Abingdon, (says the Report,) in the south-western- 
most part of Virginia, between fifty and sixty persons were baptized 
into the New Church last year ; and lately, in the same place, Mr. Na- 
thaniel Holly has been called, settled, and licensed as a public teacher 
of the doctrines, with authority to administer the rite of baptism, and 
attend upon funerals.” Mr. H. has since been regularly Ordained, to 
administer all the Ordinances of the Church. 

“In the state of Tennessee, particularly at Knoxville, and in the 
vicinity of that place, the number of recipients is increasing ; and it is 
hoped that ere long the increase will be such as to render it expedient 
to organize societies.” ; 

“ In the vicinity of St. Charles, above St. Louis, on the Missouri, a 
small society is established, and has already begun a course of conside- 
rable usefulness. By their means a minister of the old Church has 
received the doctrines. 

At Jeffersonville, in the state of Indiana, a pretty large society has 
been formed, and is acting very powerfully upon the neighbouring 
country. 

“ In the state of Ohio throughout, the great work is going on still 
more extensively. Besides the society established at Steubenville and 
Lebanon, wnder the pastoral care of the Rev. David Powell, and the 
Rev. Thomas Newport, and the very numerous church of Cincinnati, 
under the charge of the Rev. Mr. Hurdus, which is daily increasing ; 
several more are about being organized in other places. 

The Report also mentions flourishing Societies in Harrisburg, Pa. ; 
Lynchburg, Va.; Henderson, N. Y.; Baiting, L. I., and Bath, Me. 

Among the clergymen of the Old Church, who have received, and 
are now preaching the doctrines of the New, we have only room to 
notice the following : 

The Rev. Holland Weeks, while pastor of a congregation in Abing- 
ton, Massachusetts, received, embraced, and publicly preached the 
Heavenly Doctrines of the New-Jerusalem. His congregation express- 
ed much delight at the new and beautiful sentiments with which his 
Sermons were now enriched, until he conceived it his duty to confess 
that he was indebted for them to the writings of Emmanuel Sweden- 
borg. The aspect of affairs was now instantly changed, and every 
tongue was loud and clamorous in condemning the very doctrines they 
had so long and so much admired. Persecution and proscription fol- 
lowed, and their aged Pastor was at once deprived of his living, and 
the countenance and affections of the people he loved. He is now set- 
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tled at Henderson, on Lake Ontario, seven or eight miles from Sackett’s 
Harbour, where he is preaching with great success. 

The Kev. Mr. Boyle, of Frankford, near Philadelphia, a Baptist 
clergyman, with all his congregation, received our doctrines about two 
years since, and were, by the last General Convention, unanimously 
admitted into full fellowship with the New Church; retaining their 
form of Baptism by Immersion. “ Circumcision is nothing, and un- 
circumcision is nothing; but the keeping of the commandments of 
God.” 1 Cor. vii. 19. 

P.S. Since writing the above, we have learned, with regret, that 
the Church is deprived of the society and usefulness of this most ex- 
cellent man. A letter, now before us, represents him as being “ on his 
death-bed, but in a most blessed frame of mind; fully confirmed in 
the truth of E. Swedenborg’s mission, and all the Doctrines of the 
New Dispensation. “ T'e/l the people (said he, to our correspondent) 
to come and see how a New-Church-man can die.” ' 

The Rev. M. B. Rocue, late Rector of Trinity Church, in the city 
of ‘Philadelphia, has lately become a recipient of the New-Jerusalem 
verities. ‘The consequence was, of course, a painful separation from 
a flock by whom he was deservedly much beloved, and with whose 
affections his own were deeply interwoven. He took leave of them, 
on the 15th day of December last, in the following statement of his 


REASONS FOR SEPARATION, 


To the Vestry, Communicanits, and Members of Trinity Church, 
Philadelphia. 


Dear Breruren AND FRIENDS, 

A most trying duty this day devolves upon me: one which I had 
fondly hoped I never would have been called upon to perform. But a 
regard for Eternal Truth, and a full conviction that I am acting accord- 
ing to the will and Word of God, impel me, in this solemn manner, to 
declare, that Iam now no longer a minister of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church. 

Permit me to place before you my reasons for so doing :-— 

From the time when the Lord was first pleased to awaken my mind 
to a sense of religion, and to the necessity of devoting my heart to his 
holy service, it has ever been my desire to know the Truth. With a 
firm persuasion that it was better to please God than man, I have al- 
ways firmly and decidedly declared my sentiments ; and I trust that I 
can appeal to this congregation for the openness and sincerity with 
which I have done this, while I have been their Rector. Ever desirous 
of being correct in my opinions, I examined the Scriptures, and the 
creeds of different Churches, and, by prayer to the Lord, sought for 
Divine direction. Sometimes truth seemed to shine with brilliancy 
before me, and then again darkness surrounded me. Human opinions 
appeared all contradictory, and I fled to the word of God for refuge. 
Here, and here alone, it was that I first discovered the true doctrine of 
the sole and supreme Divinity of Jesus Christ. This doctrine I have 
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preached and maintained ever since | have been settled in the rector- 

ship of this © hurch.* 

From the reception of this truth, I was led to look farther into the 
prevailing notions of the present Christian Church, so called ; and after 
deep and prayerful study, I am now convinced, that the glory of Chris- 
tendom has departed from her; that she has perverted the word of God 
by her errors; and, according to the prophet Daniel, 1 believe, that 
she is that fourth kingdom, part of iron and part of clay, which is di- 
vided and doomed to perish. I am confirmed in this sentiment, when I 
behold how the different Churches are divided : when I see that bigot- 
ry and want of charity which every where prevail, and that love of self 
and of the world which sways the conduct of those who call themselves 
ministers of Christ. But I behold a brighter and a more glorious 
Church arising upon the ruins of the Old. I see the God of Heaven 
setting up a kingdom, and laying the corner stone thereof, in the ac- 
knowledgment of Jesus Christ as the Only Wise Gop, our Saviour ; 
and this ‘Truth, this little Stone, shall crush prevailing erfér, and be- 
come a great mountain, filling the whole earth. 

And now let me state to you briefly my present sentiments : 

1. I believe that Jesus Christ is the One Jehovah in Divine Humanity ; 
in whom there is a sacred Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

2. That the Scriptures are divinely inspired, and written in correspon- 
dencies, having a celestial, a spiritual, and a natural meaning. 

3. That we are not justified and saved by faith alone, but by the con- 
junction of charity, faith, and good works; and that the doctrine of 
justification by faith alone is a most unwholesome doctrine, leading 
on one hand to presumption, and on the other to despair. 

4. That the natural body, which we now have, will never be resumed 
after death; but that, immediately after we die, we shall arise in a 
spiritual body, which will be i in every respect in appearance like that 
we now have. 

5. That, after death, man goes to a state suitable to his condition, and 
either enjoys eternal pleasure or eternal pain, as his life has been 
good or evil. 

6. That the Lord is willing to save all, and never of himself condemns 
any one to hell, but that they who are lost, perish by their own re- 
jection of the Lord. 

7- That no forms and ceremonies are prescribed in the Gospel, and 
that men may worship God acceptably, with or without a set form ; 
though a liturgy appears most consistent with order, and that used 


by the Episcopal Church would be highly proper, if some slight — 


alterations were made. 


* Perhaps it may seem inconsistent, that I should have continued in the Epis- 
copal Church, while departing from her in so important an article of her Creed ; 
but, for a long time, I thought that | might conscientiously so do, since but few 
of her clergy agreed in sentiment ; and almost all declared, that her articles were 
capable of various explanations. But I bless the Lord, that His Holy Spirit 
opened my understanding, and imperiously Aled upon me to separate myself 
from a body in which there was no unity. 
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8. That this world shall not be destroyed by fire, but shall continue to 
exist for ever; and that what is intended by those passages which 
seem to declare such destruction, is an universal spread of the Di- 
vine Love, whereby error shall be consumed. 

These, brethren and friends, are some of those leading truths which 

I believe to be contained in the Word of God. You can easily perceive 

that they are not in conformity to the articles of the Protestant E pisco- 

pal Church. To those articles ] adhered, so long as I thought they 
were consistent with the Word of God. Having been convinced that 
they are false, | must in conscience withdraw from the Church which 
teaches them. And being no longer a minister of the Episcopal Church, 

I cannot be your pastor under your present circumstances. Painful 

indeed it is for me thus to speak. Painful, not to leave a corrupt 

Church, but to leave you, to whom I have been, and still am, united 

in the most sincere aflection. Never, may | say, did I feel a deeper 

sorrow, than I feel this day. Never did | come to make a greater sa- 
crifice. Almy former labours of body or of mind were nothing to this! 

But it is unavoidable. I cannot preach contrary to my conscience ! I 

go, then, and I know not where! I go to endure the frowns of men, 

and perhaps poverty and distress. I go, but | trust, yea | know, Jesus 
will go with me, and will open to me some door of useful labour: for, 
though I am no longer a minister of the Episcopal Church, f still feel 
myself an ambassador of the Cross. Jesus bids me go preach His 

Gospel; and Eis sweet, consolatory promise thrills through my breast, 

and bears up my spirit. He commands me to go forth in iis name to 

call sinners to repentance ; and He says, Lo! [am with thee always, 
be not afraid. May | hope, therefore, to bear your prayers with me? 

—for, I say it without presumption, that, though you may find many 

who will preach to you more consistent with the sysiems of your (hurch 

than I now can do, you will not find one who desires more your pre- 
sent and your future welfare. May the blessing, then, of Jesus, the 

God I worship, be with you; and may He bring you into the acknow- 

ledgment of Eternal Truth. M. B. Roche. 


While Mr. Rocue was reading the foregoing address, there was 
scarcely a dry eye in the Church, which, on this occasion was exces- 
sively crowded. ‘The scene was truly affecting. | Many of his con- 
gregation, soon afterwards, united to support him in the dissemination 
of the New Doctrines, and he is now preaching them, three or four 
times a week, to numerous, respec table, and highly delighted congre- 
gations, in Phil: udelphia and its vicivity. 

Several other Clergy men, of the most respectable standing, and of 
various denominations, in the United States, have cordially and fully 
received the doctrines of the New-Jerusalem, but do not yet deem it 
expedient to make an open profession. 

—2ot a 

Anecdote. “ No candid, enlightened person, can examine the writings 
of Swedenborg, in a prayerful spirit, without finally receiving them.” 
“ Ah, then, (replied a conspicuous member of the Old Church,) if 
they are such dangerous hooks as all that. 1 would never read them.” 
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: THE CONSOLATION. 
[BY A JEWESS OF THE NEW-JERUSALEM. | 


“The voice of the daughter of Zion, that bewaileth herself, that spreadeth 
her hands, saying, Wo is me now!” ‘Thus saith the Lord, Refrain thy voice 
from weeping, and thine eyes from tears ; for thy work shall be rewarded, saith 
the Lord.”’ 


We parted: Oh! it was a painful hour! 
° Notethat I thought him lost to me for ever, 

I knew that mighty Love’s resistless power 
Would re-unite us, ne’er again to sever ; 

For we are wedded—not as thoughtless mortals, 
Incited only by terrestrial views, 

Enter that sacred fane’s mysterious portals. 
Our souls are wedded; that assurance strews 

My widowed path with flowers of fadeless hues. 


Yet is the briefest parting hard; for Love, 
Deprived of wispom, is a rayless sun ; 
A summer midnight, when no star above 
Throws down one cheering ray ; “tis Goon, alone, 
Without her partner TruTH; or it resembles 
Warm, melting cHariry, intent to bless, 
When, without rarra to guide her steps, she trembles 
O’er the dark scene of human wretchedness, 
Wondering if Heaven permits or wills distress. 


*T was hard to part; and while his spirit hovered 
On the cold lips my kisses could not warm, 
I prayed and murmur’d; but, alas! when covered 
_ By the dark pall, they bore that manly form 
To its cold grave, I lost the pang of sorrow, 
For reason fled, and I’d a dreamless sleep ; 
But woke, in anguish, on the coming morrow, 
No more to murmur, pray, or even weep, 
For grief is ever silent when it’s deep. 


Humbled to earth, my self-upbraiding soul, 

With mental tongue, exclaim’d, Thy will be done / 
When, through my bosom, such a. feeling stole, 

As mocks the power of language ; it was one 
Of those delicious thrills of nameless rapture 

We feel, when conscience, Heaven, and friends approve : 
When earthly joys have lost the power to capture— 

For Revusen’s spirit whispered, “ Peace, sweet dove, 
We're join’d, for ever, in Conjugial Love.” 


RACHEL. 
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THE MISSIONARY WILL CONTAIN: 


1. Extracts from the writings of Swedenborg. 

2. The creed of the New Church, as contrasted with the creeds of 
other churches. 

3. Theological and Biblical investigations, particularly as relates to 
the original languages. 

4. The Life of Swedenborg, and probably, in the course of the work, 
an engraved likeness. 

5. Information respecting the state and increase of the church abroad, 
as well as at home. 

6. Extracts from the reports of societies establishéd for the propa- 
gation of the doctrines. 

7. Notices relative to new publications, and new translations or edi- 
tions of Swedenborg’s works. 

8. Materials for a future History of the Church in America, as to the 
particulars of its introduction, rise, and progress. 

9. Spiritual explanations of passages in the Holy Scriptures. 

10. Catalogues of the books which may be imported, or published 
here, with their prices, &c. 

And generally, every species of intelligence which may be desirable 
to those who are zealous for the promotion of the doctrines. 


The publisher, aware that without the aid of his _fellow-members 
of the church, the Missionary will not appear with that interest which 
it is capable of deriving from the talents of some individuals of both 
sexes, with whom he is acquainted, respectfully solicits the correspon- 
dence of all, who, by the habitual employment of their pens, and a de- 
votion to spiritual studies, are capable of instructing and of edifying 
others. 

To avoid the great expense of postage, the labour of multiplied ac- 
counts, and the inconveniences of receiving subscriptions from indi- 
viduals at a distance, it is, with due deference, requested, that all those 
persons in a neighbourhood, who wish to subscribe, should do it through 
one of their number, particularly through the secretary of a society, 
where one has been formed. 


— Fe 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Several Communications have been received since the publication 
of our Prospectus; but mostly of a controversial nature, and incom- 
patible with the design of this work. Some few, of a different descrip- 
tion, shall appear in our next. 


Mysricus is mistaken in his idea that “ to all unregenerated minds, 
the Godhead appears divided into a plurality of persons, and that he 
does not appear as one until duty and inclination are united, or until 
the will and understanding become one.” The Jews, the Mahomedans, 
the Unitarians, and many others, who make no pretension to regenc- 
ration, never think of God but as one person. 








